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INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SP-02 AID-05 EB-07 NSC-05 CIEP-02 

TRSE-00 SS-I5 STR-04 OMB-01 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-00 
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SIL-01 PA-02 PRS-01 AGR-10 /I06 W 

000178 

R 180954Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2484 
INFO USMISSION OECD PARIS 
AMCONSUL ISTNABUL 
AMCONSUL IZMIR 
AMCONSUL ADANA 

UNCLAS ANKARA 1281 

E.0.11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, EEIN, TU 

SUBJECT: RECORD EXPORTS FOR FIRST MONTH OF 1976 

REF: ANKARA A- 12 

1. TRADE MINISTER BASOL HAS ANNOUNCED THAT TURKISH EXPORTS REACHED 
$302 MILLION IN JANUARY 1976, UP 169 PERCENT OVER THE $1 12MILLION IN 
JANUARY 1975. THIS FIGURE ALSO COMPARES FAVORABLY WITH FIRST 

THREE MONTHS OF 1975 WHEN CUMULATIVE EXPORTS WERE $355 MILLION AND IS 
ALL-TIME MONTHLY EXPORT RECORD. TOTAL EXPORTS IN 1975 WERE $1.4 
BILLION AND 1976 EXPORTS ARE OFFICIALLY PROJECTED AT $2.1 BILLION. 

2. PRELIMINARY FIGURES INDICATE MAIN GROWTH OVER JANUARY 1975 WAS 
IN TOBACCO AND COTTON. TOBACCO EXPORTS WERE $102 MILLION AS OPPOSED 
TO $54 MILLION IN JANUARY 1975, AND COTTON EXPORTS WERE $76 MILLION 
AS COMPARED TO $6 MILLION A YEAR AGO. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY HESITATES TO PROJECT TREND FROM WHAT MAY 

BE STATISTICAL ANOMALY. NEVERTHELESS, IN VIEW OF CURRENT PRESSURES 
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ON TURKEY'S BALANCE OF PAYMENTS WE BELIEVE THIS DEVELOPMENT SHOULD 
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BE OF INTEREST TO VARIOUS WASHINGTON AGENCIES. 
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